





















Ho.1%0/9^/1/46. FILE 


REG#, rco 


British I»c ntion, 
MDHROVIA, Liberia* 
50th Roveriber, 1546. 




Mr. Secretary,’- of State, 


^ I have the lionour to refer to Tour 

Baaoellency* a Rote jRtanber 1187/S>*?* of the 29th 
and previous coirespondenoe in regard to 
the subject of discjrfninatoiy taxation of British 
subjects and protected persons and should be 
grateful if I could be informed when this matter 
been dealt with or the Ix^iislatare in its 
present Session. 

Please accept, Mr. Secretary of State, 
tiie assurance of my highest ccnsidBration 
and esteem. 



110WSW** 


H. B, M. KTilSim, 


Sis Excellency The Secretary of State, 
The Honourable Gabriel L. Dennis, 
Darpnrtraent of State, R.L., 
K^HOVIA, 


r 








12 Gl/%/V 46 



British Lection, 
MQNHCVLi, Liberia. 
Jrd August, 



« 


Kr* Secret&xy of State, 

I have honour to refer Your Excellency to 
your Mote Huraber 352/Zk F* of the 11th llarch in which you 
inforaod mo that the Kroo Qaxmn ily in Accra, Gold 
Coast Colony* Liberian citi^cna, lied advised your 
Department that the Colonial Government, throu^i the 
Ga Mantae Me, had imposed upon them the payi»nt of an 
annual temtian called "Head Tax - * 

2m As indicated in ny Mot© Number 3^/94/l/V> of 
the IJth March I referred the matter to my CowraMKit with 
the followin’ result* The tax which haa given rise to this 
llMjil ill nt is the anmal rate (V** on wloe and V" m 
fe-jalee) imposed by the Oa Native Authority (Colony) 

Ordinance (No* 21 oi‘ 1944), on all persona ordinarily resi¬ 
dent in or owning immovable property in the are a of that 
Authority* Exception frera payment of tiio rate ±c granted 
to school children, then© un^cr sixteen years of age and 
those who by reason of inflxmily are i ncap a bl e of payl^i 
tre rate* l 1 he word "person" is defined in section 2(2) 
of the Ordinance as "a person of African descent, provided 
that the mods of life of such person is that of the general 
oanounity and teat such person is in his counbey of origin 
subject to African custom.ry law howsoever that cimateciary 
law «y be modified or applied"* The "Hoad lax" is there¬ 
fore payable equally by all persons in Accra(snd the Ga State 
£yrwr aily ) who cob» within the scope of the definition <potod 
in tiie Ordinance, regardless of their nationality, and con¬ 
sequently it is in no way discriminatory against Liberian 
nationals* 

3* I have been instructed by His Majesty's Rrlncipal 
Secretary of State for Foreign .Affairs to point out, loreovw, 
teat the "Head Tax" cannot be ccnprred In ai^y way to tlac 
"permit of residence* foe to wiilch your Note mode reference, 
since tte latter was di scriminatory against aliens j tec effect 
of its waiver has been to put British subjects and Brit i s h 
protected persons in Liberia on an oquil footing with United 
ate tee oitisena (aid so with Libeidan eiUwns) under cur 
mob t-favourod-nati on treaty righta* 

4* I have accordingly been instructed to say that His 
Majesty's Q w g nua nt cannot agree, for the reason stated above, 
that there are any grounds upon which to bos© a claim that 
Liberian nationals in the Ga State should bo accorded more 
favourable treatasnt than oitioeno of thofState* 

Please accept, Mr, Secretary of State, the assurance 
of iry highest consideration and esteem. 


e Sxoellofwy The Secretary of State, 
The Honourable Gabriel L* Dermic, 


Department of State, Republic of Liberia, 


KWRom, Liberia* 



i . bowebing 


I 









1222/D. 


31st July, 1946, 



Mr, Minister: 

I have the honour to refer to the Deportments 


despatch dated, 11th March 19-16, No. 358/DF and your 
■Excellency’s reply in which you informed, the Department 
that you were requesting of your Government full 
details regarding the imposition of an annual taxation 
called the "Head Tax" on Liberians in the Cold Coast 
as well as that you had conveyed the request of my 
Government that Liberisn citizens in the Cold Coast 
he relieved of the payment of this taxation on the 
reciprocal "basis. 

I have the honour to ascertain as to whether you 
have received any information from your Government in 

connection with the above subject-matter, 

* 

Please accept, Mr. Minister, the renewed assurance 
of my high consideration and esteem. 




SECaETUT 0? 32 ATE, 






No 

(2 


. 4F 

4E87/1912/24) 



Sir, 


FOR SIGH OFFICE, S.W. 1. 
15th June, 1946. 


With reference to your despatch No. 24 of 23rd March,^ with 
which you transmitted a note from the Liberian Secretary of State 
concerning the imposition of "Head Tax” on the Kroo community in 
Accra, you will now have seen a copy of despatch No. 142 of 30th 
April addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies by 
His Excellency the Governor of the Gold Coast on the same subject. 


2. I shall be grateful if you will reply to the Liberian 
Government that the "Head Tax” is payable equally by all persons 
in Accra (and the Ga State generally) who come within the scope 
of the definition quoted in the Ordinance, regardless of their 
nationality, and that it is in no way discriminatory against 
Liberian nationals* 


3. You should point out that the "Head Tax” cannot be compared 
in any way to the "permit of residence" fee to which the Liberian 
note maxes reference, since the latter was discriminatory against 
aliens; the effect of its waiver has been to put British subjects 
and British protected persons in Liberia on an equal footing with 
United States citizens (and so with Liberian citizens) unaer our 
most-favoured-nation treaty rights. 


4. You should say that His Majesty's Government cannot agree, 
for the reason stated above, that there are any grounds upon whic 
to base a claim that Liberian nationals in the Ga State should be 
accorded more favourable treatment than citizens of that state. 


I am, with great truth and regard, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For the Secretary of State) 



J. Bowering, Esq., 

etc *, etc., etc., 
Monrovia. 






1G7/D.? 


29th July, 1946* 


> 


Mr P Ministerf 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt 
of your Note dated 23nd July, 1946, No* 114l/94/l/d6, 
in which you refer to previous correspondence ex¬ 
changed between this Department and the British 
Charge d f Affaires at Monrovia in regxd to the subject 
of discriminatory taxation of British subjects and 
protected parsons as raised by Mr* ^aaighna, at the time 
British Charge d'affaires, and which waa subsequently 
taken up again by you in dispatch dated 4th May, 1946, 

Ho. 695/94/1/46. 

In reply, 1 have the honour to confirm the 
Department's Note JIo*2Q&/RF of February 20, 1946} and to 
state that this ratter will agdin be re-submitted to the 
Legislature in its ensuing session for the equ^li&ing of 
the taxation of all Liberians to that of foreigners of the 
category of professionals, etc* as enumerated in the 
Beverrue Code of Liberia# 


Pieaccept, Ifr* Mininater, the assurance 
of ny high consideration and esteem 










11 M/SVVte 










iifA'ldon. 

i Stf. VI r Liberia. 










Mr- Gscrotnirr of State, 


I - x-vwo the heomr to refer tc mgr **oto Muiber 








^5/5®lr^ J/4^ cf uW Sn^t ^3TG?io'_^ f xrrzi Hp0 

j * <‘ > '* *';• 

ixj^TVT'rll.qu the diaorimlnatcry tax tlxi cf I 5 r.lt iah 

su^ccta ant: Sritiah protected persaf*o and to enquire 

1 -3 ncTj a\t) to Ijnfosja ao of the 

* i T rr^ 

fpa&iiion in title matter, 

* 

■ 

rierao acorijt, ■ ir. jjeerctaty' ; tote, the 

*• 

v f i Cali, j. 4 'D t ao. ’ rjil o» L t i i* 
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* ** 






! v r. . rijii-.r. 








Hi» l' l fi > 1 leney The beofetexy of Stete, 

r * HBWttmliie Obtftel L. fcmniff, *11111 








of -i&ta, 
Bepohl .c of Liberia, 
MBKOVlA, 

Liberie* 















The Governor of the (Told Coast 
presents his compliments to Kis Majesty's 
Charge D 1 Affaires and Consul General, Monrovia 
and has the honour to forward for his information 
a copy of a despatch addressed oy him to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies regarding a 
complaint by the Liuerian Government against the 
application of a head tax to the Kroo community 
in Accra. 
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3&G. \ 



■it. 


(lovernment House 
Accra. 

^ May, 1946. ■ 



;iA 

































GOVEBraiENU' house, 

ACCRA. 

U' 

, April, 19^6. 


air 


..... J ^C Ve «, the honouP to refer t-o your telegram 
of 24tii April regarding ci complaint by the 
Liberian overnroent of the unfair apjli action to ihe 
iviv»o oar.amunity in Accra of o hetl tax not payable bv 
ohD citizens of Accra* ^ 

<R 

L. TL- tax v hi eh has given rise to this ©ttapiaint 
is the annual rate (4/- on zu i.ca and 2/- on fe.uelee) 
i ipoced by the Oa native Authority, with ray approval, 
unaor ection 40 of the Hatlve Authority (Colony) 
Ovftlnrnce (Mo. f 1 of x9 4)» on nil paeons ordinarily 

01 , 0Tmia 6 id tovable property in the area 
of that Authori ty, Kaaompiioa frouj payment of the 

rate le granted to school children, those under sixteen 
years of age and those who by reason of Infir JLty ore 
inct.pable of paying -he rate. ihe word ’•person* ic 
t -irk.a in section 2(2) of the ordinance as ,f a person 
of African descent, provided thot the ;ao-e of life of 
such person is that of the general coi trinity and that 
•non person is in hie country of origin tab ject to 
African custom fry law howsoever that cub tenory lew nay 
be modifier or applied*'. Ia: advised that i rooa 

resident in Acorn.fall within this definition. 

4§i 

3* Xt will tiiua bo seen that the rate is in no 
fljscrl instory against nationals of the epublic 
of Liberia but is payable equally by all persons in 
Aeora (and the Ga State generally) who ooiae within 
u; °°P« of the definition and condition* quoted in 
paragraph 2 above. I **y add thrt a petition dated 
the 13th February uddrcaoed to this Coverni ient by 
certain im iters ol' the Kroo oaamunl ty in Accra, 

cl&l .iing exemption fro i this annual rate , was an. . v-ed 
in the souie ter e. 


he .sight Honourable 

GEOROS HALL, P. C. , «. K , 

et, etc. , etc. 


4 . 















A copy ol this despatch ia being i orr/aided i'gfe; 

to Hla £2o Jeety s Ulniot^r lit fijonpoviet , fFOi.i . I 
h ve received & copy of kfr. Boworlng ’ a vlospr tch of t ie 
23rd Uarcli to the Foreign Office on uhio subject. 









I hi ve the honour to be. 

a * u " Him 0 

jlr, 




Your most obedient, bn able servant, 



(5gd) Alan Bums 



. 




































feitlah Litton, 


, UUtttdfe 


4th 1^, 1S4U 





Itth soafltUkiy of atuto. 


X 1m.m ttr ln^ir to i .b» to tiio ftjto;; 
.wrote*? of ^tato'e Bata HUular .SX#*** of tha 25th 
ittoM vsy wy^iLx tii* diacriLitattt.' ty taaoi-til of 
fcltiib gihjoota and British pactit«rtu& peraona* 

2. Xcu adll SBttU tiVit the Mil jr»:v!x»l la 
tha last loasloa of tin lBgialaturv uvjjoUaing the 

cf all Ufcerlw* to that of of the 

aatafipey af yrofiMi1m>l% artlaens «xl other Mdltart 
w -Jmn Mi awixratol la tfaa Iromuo Oa;a p»a«xl t!«o 
hub aue to the Uftt uicucat* tho hauao of 

aMWMMtN® MM *» m!S mu «f aMMMM 

j ■.Wfcjyji oitii tho paaUt that it ham to Bait until Uc 
r»xt Jo.v.ilM4 Zn thoao oiiv ..wtanoon, I un croton® 

Wmt It aaa MfaaviataA t«Mag an mmm/ttm <Mcr 
yr c; c k ±v, tho *—In Mat of tho foot that tfaa 
ism iMpcMM tale rum-shm bb« a amtauaBBteiaa r 
ttwitcr Z eho JA oocortiapAy he gxfttafU to 

know atarU** woh an L*auuut±vv tte haa la ftaot alxmafr 
boon leaned «o3, IT not, M*tt*r it la po^alxLo for it 
jo a» •jffT 10 * imt ■ >,> the awt Uoaodoia If it odd ha 
ftm ~T X tnwt tat ita effeot Bill ha a i taf Mw and 
that the 3ri --M flLih*)aota ml Britlah yaataotod peruana 

lX ... -.^i- - ^'^uwiQBar than* 

. Iw'-aoO t'joujjtf ita oaev v -yiy of is - * ; 

aaanranoa of v ooo«&dBa*lao end oertoaa. 




an»i iimrjTss. 


unttlo Gabriel U UtnM% 
IhquaMa—I af State, 

Bapttlo af Liborlft, 

14 tot» 

















FOREIGN OFFICE, 
S.W. 1. 

1st April,1946. 




In his despatch No, 16 of the 23rd February, Graham 
enclosed a letter from the Acting Liberian Secretary 
of State, explaining the position with regard to the 
discriminatory taxation of British and British-protected 
professional men, artisans and skilled workmen. As 
the proposed legislation removing this discrimination 
cannot be passed until the end of the year, it will in the 
ordinary coarse of events continue to operate to the 
disadvantage of the British and British-protected people 
concerned until that time. But in his despatch of 
the 13th February, Vaughan reported that the President 
of the Republic was thinking of anticipating the 
legislature by issuing an executive order for the repeal 
of the offending legislation and that while there was 
some discussion as to whether he would be entitled 
to do thlB, and the question was under study by the 
department of justice, the dieting Secretary of State, 
for his part, thought that the President would be 
within his rights, because the legislation was in any 
case contrary to the provisions of a treaty and therefore 
Ipso facto null and void. You may think that it 
would be worth while to remind the Liberian authorities 
this suggestion, and find out whst the urospects are 
of an executive order being issued. if it is issued 
we would hope that its effect would be retroactive 
and that the British subjects and protected persons 
who have paid the taxes will have some chance of recovering 
them. 




fl m* ** yy/ 

beg. n- b$j 

wk 


z- 


Y/&' 


/ 






(Anthony Rumbold) 


J, Bowerlng, Esq. , 
Monrovia. 









. 







BCBOCm, Liberia. 
13th March, 194/5. 


Ih-. Secretes*;/ of State, 


I iiave the honoitr to aclaotdedge receipt of 
your liotc lio. of 11th March infominp ne that 

tl* IStoo Cooiminity in Accra, Gold Coast Ctilcny, 
Liboriar. citisojis, have advised your Dcpartnent 
tiiat tlie Colonial Goveni-c.rfc, tlxon^x the Ga ihirisc 
r 0 , has iapc-.cd upon theo the pa&ncnt of an annual 
taxation called tlie "3 lead Tax”. 


I act rooucstir^ of njr Corornaent full details 
roi5arding t*» 125503 it ion of tills tax ana will, at 


fci>e sane tine, convey to tixsa the infaroation that 
your Gowornaent ooraiderc tb® imposition of y»i« 
head tax on Liberian citlssas residing in the Gold 
Coast as contrary to the spirit of understand!^ 


reached between the two Cover; 


* H «»<• 


ts, and also to 


convey the roouest frexa your Govern <ent that Liberian 
dtisem in the Gold Coast be relieved of the payment 
of this tax. 


Elnasc accept, Mr. Secretary of State, tlie 
assurance of ny highest ocnsideral 




(Sgd.) James Graham 

H«H,Ghmy d* Affaires, a.1. 


liis Excellency- Lhe Secretary of State, 
The Honourable Gabriel L» Dennis, 
Depcrtrent of State, 

Lo 'ubllc of Liberia, 
MONROVIA, 

Liberia. 



V 








52/9.F . 


llth 'Larch, 1946. 


Mr, Charge d’Affaires: 

I have the honour to state that the 
Kroo Comrunity In Accra, Gold Coast Colony, 

Liberian citizens, have advised the Department 
that the Colonial Government, through the Ga 
Hantse We, has imposed upon them the payment 
of an annual taxation called "Head Tax". 

I wish to observe in this connection 
that the waiver by my Government of permit of 
residence fe-s for British subjects and British 
protect-d persons in Liberia, which was effectuated 
durlnr the missions of Mr. John F. Trant and. Mr. 

G. Edgar Vaughan, should also be reciprocated 
by not only the United Kingdom cf Great Britain, 

1-ur also by the Governments of British colonies and 

dependencies. 

I have the honour to request, therefore, 
that you will be good enough to convey to your 
Government the information that my Government 
considers the imposition of this head tax on 
Liberian citizens residing in the Gold Coast as 
contrary to the spirit of the understanding reached 


H.3.M. Charge d*Affaires ad Interim, 


British Legation, 


MOMROVIA. 



.Mi 


m*»« 

REi 












with your Lerati on by which F^ntee fishermen, 
immigrants from the Gold Coast, as well as 
other British subjects and British protected 
persons in Liberia, have been exempted from 
the payment of residence fees* 


Ky Government conseouently requests 


that Liberian citizens in the Gold Coast, in 
the lirht of the understanding referred to 
above, be relieved of the payment of this 
“Head Tax - • 

Please accept, Lr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 
the assurance of my consideration and esteem. 












206/ 



February 20, 1S46 


Mr. Charge d'Affairs: 

I have, the honour to acknowledge receipt 
of your Legation's Note Ko. 149/94/1/46 dated 
28th January 1946, enquiring of the status of 
the discriminatory taxation of British subjects 
and protected persons In Liberia, as raised in 
previous correspondences between your Legation 
and the Department of State. 

In answer to your enquiry, I have the honour 
to advise that the Executive Government presented 
a ~ill to the last Session of the Legislature 
equalising the taxation of all Liberians tothat 
of foreigners of the category of professionals, ar¬ 
tisans and other skilled workmen as enumerated in 
the revenue Code which Dill passed the Senate; but 
due to the time element, the House of Representatives 
tabled said Pill as unfinished business. 

Accept, Mr. Charge d'Affairs, the assurance of 



James E. Graham, Esquire, 

H. B. M. Charge d’Affairs, a.i., 
and Acting Consul-General, 

ritish Legation, Monrovt 















